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Towing a Trailer
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Registration and licence plate

Registration and licence plate You must have valid
registration from an Alberta registry for your trailer
and it must be with you when you are towing the
trailer. There must also be a valid license plate
attached to the rear of the trailer and cl
visible. The registration and licence p
required before the trailer can t@ed
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taillights, brake
th re activated from the

Equipment

 Your trailer must h
lights and tur
towing vehic

¢ If you have a ball-and-socket hitch, you will also
need to attach safety chains between the trailer
and the towing vehicle. Chains should be crossed
under the tongue of the trailer and fastened
securely. This applies to all trailers except fifth-
wheel trailers.

o If your trailer is equipped with a secondary
emergency breakaway system, be sure that the
system is connected properly according to the
manufacturer’s instructions.

¢ Adjust your vehicle’s mirrors so you

must use extension mirrors if the trailer der

than the vehicle that is towing the trailer.
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258
traffic clearly that is approaching from@. u

Brakes are required on a

to control the safe
However, the
brakes:

e trailers with a'gross weight of 910 kilograms
(2,000 pounds) or less, or

hey are needed
ent of the trailer.
ailers do not require

e trailers with a gross weight that is less than half
the unloaded weight of the vehicle that is doing the
towing.

Towing a trailer

¢ Allow more time and distance than you would
without a trailer between oncoming vehicles and

road.
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your own before you enter into traffic. It will take
you longer to reach the speed of the traffic flow
because of the extra weight of the trailer. As well,
you need more space to accommodate the added
length of the trailer.

¢ It will take you longer to stop. Increas
following distance between you and le
ahead.

e
¢ If you are driving on a multlz—%way,
remember that sIowW‘g veHicles should
travel in the rightJan
¢ Plan your ing” Look Mell ahead to anticipate

and manage ial hazards. Avoid situations
that may require quick lane changes or unexpected
stops.

¢ If traffic builds behind you, find a safe place to
stop off the road to allow others to pass.

Turning at intersections
To turn left:

e Approach the turn slowly. When you are close O
to the intersection, travel near the right e%e@
your lane without crossing or extending a
part of your vehicle or trailer into ne.
This will give you more room to complete the

turn safely.
e Begin your turn when t nt of your vehicle
is even with the Ief@ our intended lane.

atthet els during the turn. The trailer
wheels wilkfravel a path that is inside the path

of the wheels of your vehicle. This is called off-

tracking.

o GIanceri% @‘ your left outside mirror

e To allow for the off-tracking, steer towards the
right side of the lane on the road you are
entering.

e Assoon as your trailer is through the turn
safely, steer the vehicle into the centre of your
lane.
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To turn right, reverse these directions. However,
If you do not allow for the off-tracking you could
make contact with a curb, a parked vehicle or a
pedestrian.

Turning left when towing a trailer - note path of the
vehicle and trailer wheels.

Backing a trailer O<

o)
Backing a trailer takes practice. At times, to

manoeuvre the trailer when reversing @
the steering wheel in the opposite dire an
you would when reversing without the trailer.
When using a vehicle to ba%giler, do the
following:

If you do have a guide, walk to the back of
the trailer to be sure the path behind is clear.

Always reverse at not more than a walking pace.
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Position of the towing vehicle’s tires for backing a
trailer.
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Begin backing by turning the steering wheel inéh <\i§?JJ7‘ﬂ'E.|ﬁ SR AR . R R
opposite direction you want to go. Turn the % ) L . 5 2 2 _
steering wheel right to go left. Turn th Ez’ﬁiﬁzﬂﬁﬁﬁ, AR R R T T
wheel left to go right. °
e To avoid having your vehicle contact the trailer, ° T A 2R S R 2 R, 77 1)
only turn the steering one-quarter to BEEEENTED 4y > — % B A i
one-half turn. As s trailer begins to LEETSEE R .
turn, return th wheel to the normal ﬁggiﬁf;ﬁ&égﬁﬁgi
positio @ all steering wheel =R L FLo e
movements(to steer the trailer. A5 T A 5 HE AR
When backing a trailer to the right, be aware that A RIZER, EEE, BT LS

your visibility is limited due to a blind spot behind B, %ﬂéﬂ%?ﬁ_ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂo

the trailer. /\7"‘




